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Appendix II (a):  Species likely to benefit from MPAs in the MLPA South Coast Study 
Region 
 
The Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA) requires that species likely to benefit from marine 
protected areas (MPAs) be identified; identification of these species will contribute to the 
identification of habitat areas that will support achieving the goals of the MLPA. The California 
Marine Life Protection Act Master Plan for Marine Protected Areas (CDFG 2008) includes a 
broad list of species likely to benefit from protection within MPAs. The master plan also 
indicates that regional lists will be developed by the MLPA Master Plan Science Advisory 
Team (SAT) for each study region described in the master plan. 
 
A list of species likely to benefit for the MLPA South Coast Study Region (Point Conception in 
Santa Barbara County to the California/Mexico border in San Diego County) is currently under 
development by the MLPA SAT. Once approved by the SAT, the list of species likely to benefit 
will be added as an appendix to this document. 
 
In previous study regions, species were included in the list of species likely to benefit if they 
met the following conditions: 

• they occur within the study region, 
• they are taken directly or indirectly in commercial or recreational fisheries, and 
• they have life history characteristics that make them more conducive to protection by 

MPAs, such as: sedentary behavior, long life spans, slow growth, or association with 
habitats that need additional spatial protection. An MPA would be expected to increase 
the species abundance or spawning biomass if the species is at an abnormally low 
abundance or abnormally low size frequency (i.e. below the range of natural 
fluctuations). 
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Appendix II (b):  Special Status Species Likely to Occur in the MLPA South Coast Study 
Region 
 
Listed below are species that are protected under state or federal law and occur within the 
MLPA South Coast Study Region for consideration in marine protected area planning. Some of 
these species are described in further detail in section 3.2.4 of this regional profile.  

 
Table II-1: Special Status Species Likely to Occur in Southern California 
     

Mammal Common Name Scientific Name 
Federal 
Status 

State 
Status 

Other 
Status 

Blue whale Balaenoptera 
musculus 
musculus 

E   MMPA 

Fin whale Balaenoptera 
physalus  

E   MMPA 

Humpback whale Megaptera 
novaeangliae  

E   MMPA 

North Pacific right whale Eubalaena 
japonica 

E   MMPA 

Gray whale Eschrichtius 
robustus 

D   MMPA 

Sei whale Balaenoptera 
borealis  

E   MMPA 

Sperm whale Physeter 
macrocephalus  

E   MMPA 

Killer whale Orcinus orca PT, SC 
(NMFS) 

  MMPA 

Dall’s porpoise Phocoenoides dalli     MMPA 
Pacific white-sided dolphin Lagenorhynchus 

obliquidens 
    MMPA 

Risso’s dolphin Grampus griseus     MMPA 
Northern right whale dolphin Lissodelphis 

borealis 
    MMPA 

California sea lion Zalophus 
californianus 

    MMPA 

Guadelupe fur seal Arctocephalus 
townsendi  

T T MMPA 

Northern fur seal Callorhinus ursinus     MMPA 
Harbor seal Phoca vitulina     MMPA 
Northern elephant seal Mirounga 

angustirostris 
    MMPA 

Southern sea otter Enhydra lutris 
nereis 

T   MMPA 
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Bird Common Name Scientific Name 
Federal 
Status 

State 
Status 

Other 
Status 

Common loon Gavia immer   SSC   
Short-tailed albatross Phoebastria 

albatrus 
E SSC   

Black-footed albatross Phoebastria 
nigripes 

SC (FWS)     

Dark-rumped petrel Pterodroma 
phaeopygia 

E     

Ashy storm-petrel Oceanodroma 
homochroa 

SC (FWS) SSC (SP)   

Fork-tailed storm-petrel Oceanodroma 
furcata 

  SSC (FP)   

Black storm-petrel Oceanodroma 
melania 

  SSC (TP)   

California brown pelican Pelecanus 
occidentalis 
californicus 

E E   

American white pelican Pelecanus 
erythrorhynchos 

  SSC (FP)   

American bittern Botaurus 
lentiginosus 

SC (FWS)     

Least bittern Ixobrychius exilis   SSC (TP)   
White-faced ibis Plegadis chihi SC (FWS)     
Harlequin duck Histrionicus 

histrionicus 
SC (FWS) SSC (FP)   

California clapper rail Rallus longirostris 
obsoletus  

E E   

Light-footed clapper rail Rallus longirostris 
levipes 

E E   

California black rail Laterallus 
jamaicensis 
coturniculus  

SC (FWS) T   

Western snowy plover Charadrius 
alexandrinus 
nivosus 

T SSC   

Black oystercatcher Haematopus 
bachmani 

SC (FWS)     

Whimbrel Numenius 
phaeopus 

SC (FWS)     

Long-billed curlew Numenius 
americanus 

SC (FWS)     

Marbled godwit Limosa fedoa SC (FWS)     
Black turnstone Arenaria 

melanocephala 
SC (FWS)     

Red knot Calidris canutus SC (FWS)     
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Elegant tern Sterna elegans SC (FWS) SSC (TP)   
California least tern Sterna antillarum 

browni  
E E   

Caspian tern  Sterna caspia SM BCC   
Gull-billed tern  (Sterna nilotica) SC BCC   
Royal tern  (Sterna maxima) SC BCC   
Marbled murrelet Brachyramphus 

marmoratus 
marmoratus 

T E   

Xantus's murrelet Synthliboramphus 
hypoleucus 

SC (FWS) 
- 
Candidate 

T   

Cassin's auklet Ptychoramphus 
aleuticus 

SC (FWS) SSC (SP)   

Rhinoceros auklet Cerorhinca 
monocerata  

  SSC (TP)   

Double-crested cormorant Phalacrocorax 
auritus 

  SSC   

Black-crowned night heron Nycticorax 
nycticorax 

SC     

"Tule" greater white-fronted 
goose 

Anser albifrons 
elgasi 

  SSC (SP)   

Canadian goose Branta canadensis 
leucopareia 

T     

"Aleutian"and“cackling” 
Canada goose 

Branta canadensis 
minima 

D SSC (SP)   

Saltmarsh common 
yellowthroat 

Geothlypis trichas 
sinuosa 

SC     

Black brant Branta bernicla 
nigricans 

  SSC (TP)   

Redhead Aythya americana   SSC (SP)   
Bufflehead Bucephala albeola   SSC (TP)   
Osprey Pandion haliaetus   SSC   
White-tailed kite Elanus leucurus FP     
Northern harrier Circus cyaneus   SSC, SSC 

(SP) 
  

Sharp-shinned hawk Acipiter striatus   SSC   
Cooper's hawk Accipiter cooperi   SSC   
Ferruginous hawk Buteo regalis SC SSC   
Golden eagle Aquila chrysaetos   SSC   
Bald eagle Haliaeetus 

leucocephalus 
T E   

Merlin Falco columbarius   WL   
American peregrine falcon Falco peregrinus 

anatum 
 D, SC E   
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Yellow rail Coturnicops 
noveboracensis 

  SSC, SSC 
(SP) 

  

Greater sandhill crane Grus canadensi 
tabida 

  T   

Long-billed curlew Numenius 
americanus 

SC     

California gull Larus californicus   WL   
Coastal California gnatcatcher Polioptila 

californica 
californica 

T SSC   

Willow flycatcher Empidonax traillii   E   
Black skimmer  Rynchops niger SC SSC   
Tufted puffin Fratercula cirrhata   SSC (FP)   
     
     

Reptile Common Name Scientific Name 
Federal 
Status 

State 
Status 

Other 
Status 

Leatherback sea turtle Dermochelys 
coriacea  

E     

Loggerhead sea turtle Caretta caretta T     
Pacific ridley sea turtle Lepidochelys 

olivacea 
T     

Green sea turtle Chelonia mydas T     
     

Fish Common Name Scientific Name 
Federal 
Status 

State 
Status 

Other 
Status 

Steelhead (CA southern Santa 
Maria river to U.S.-Mexico 
boarder)  

Oncorhynchus 
mykiss 

E SSC   

Tidewater goby Eucyclogobius 
newberryi  

E SSC (QE)   

Pacific lamprey Lampetra 
tridentata 

SC (FWS)     

Green sturgeon Acipenser 
medirostris 

SC 
(NMFS) -
Candidate 

SSC (QT)   

Cowcod Sebastes levis SC 
(NMFS) 

    

Bocaccio Sebastes 
paucispinis 

SC 
(NMFS) 

    

Canary rockfish Sebastes pinniger Overfished     
Eulachon Thaleichthys 

pacificus 
  SSC (WL)   

Bluefin tuna Thunnus thynnus SC     
Swordfish Xiphias gladius SC     
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Gulf grouper Mycteroperca 
jordani 

  Protected 
species 

  

Broomtail grouper Mycteroperca 
xenarcha 

  Protected 
species 

  

Garibaldi Hypsypops 
rubicundus 

  Protected 
species 

  

Giant sea bass Stereolepis gigas   Protected 
species 

IUCN 

White shark Carcharodon 
carcharias 

  Protected 
species 

IUCN, 
CITES, 
CMS 

     

 Invertebrate Common Name Scientific Name 
Federal 
Status 

State 
Status 

Other 
Status 

Black abalone Haliotis cracherodii SC 
(NMFS) 

    

Green abalone Haliotis Fulgens SC 
(NMFS) 

    

Pink abalone  Haliotis corrugata SC 
(NMFS) 

    

Purple hydrocoral Stylaster 
californicus 

  Protected 
species 

  

Sandy beach tiger beetle Cicindela hirticollis 
gravida 

SC     

     

Plant Common Name Scientific Name 
Federal 
Status 

State 
Status 

Other 
Status 

Northcoast sand verbena Abronia umbellata 
ssp. breviflora 

SC     

 


